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Rotary's Founder
In the fall of 1900, Paul P. Harris met fellow attorney Bob Frank for dinner on the north side of 
Chicago. They walked around the area, stopping at shops along the way. Harris was impressed that 
Frank was friendly with many of the shopkeepers.

Harris had not seen this kind of camaraderie among businessmen since moving to Chicago in 1896. He 
wondered if there was a way to channel it because it reminded him of growing up in Wallingford, 
Vermont. Harris eventually persuaded local businessmen to join him in a club for community and 
fellowship. His vision laid the foundation for Rotary.

“The thought persisted that I was experiencing only what had happened to hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of others in the great city … I was sure that there must be many other young men who had 
come from farms and small villages to establish themselves in Chicago ... Why not bring them 
together? If others were longing for fellowship as I was, something would come of it.”
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jpg?itok=Gjp_1-zA" alt="Paul Harris, Rotary's founder, at age three." />  
Harris at age three, around the time he moved to his grandparents’ home.

Growing up
Harris was born on 19 April 1868 to George H. and Cornelia Bryan Harris in Racine, Wisconsin, USA. 
George attempted to support his family as a small-business owner but he often relied on his father for 
financial assistance. In July 1871 that reliance became permanent when Harris and his older brother, 
Cecil, were sent to live with their paternal grandparents in Wallingford, Vermont. Harris later wrote, 
“Of all charges which might have been made against George and Cornelia, parsimony would have 
stood the least chance. They were both royal spenders.”
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Harris as a student at the University of Vermont in Burlington, 1886.

Harris was raised by his grandparents, Howard and Pamela Rustin Harris, and saw his parents only 
occasionally. He grew to revere the family values that characterized the New England of his youth. In 
October 1928, when he returned to his boyhood home for the charter night celebration of the Rotary 
Club of Wallingford, he proclaimed, “Much that there is in Rotary today can be traced back to the good 
old New England family table.”

He was a mischievous child. He attended primary school in Wallingford and secondary school in 
Rutland, where he played pranks and skipped class. He also attended Black River Academy in Ludlow 
but was expelled after only a few weeks. Harris enrolled at the University of Vermont in Burlington but 
was expelled with three others in December 1886 because of his involvement in an underground 
society. He later wrote that although he was innocent of the crime he was accused of, the expulsion was 
nonetheless justified.

Harris spent the spring with a private tutor and in the fall of 1887, he enrolled at Princeton University. 
His time at Princeton was cut short by the death of his grandfather in March 1888. He completed the 
semester but did not return to school the next year.

Life in Chicago
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896.jpg?itok=9mV823B9" alt="Paul Harris, Rotary's founder, soon after he started practicing law in 

Chicago in 1896." />  
Harris soon after he started practicing law in Chicago in 1896. 

After Princeton, Harris made his way to Iowa, where he found his professional calling working at the 
law firm of St. John, Stevenson, and Whisenand in Des Moines. After his apprenticeship, he attended 
the University of Iowa in Iowa City and graduated with a Bachelor of Laws in June 1891.

In 1896 Harris settled in Chicago, where he opened a law practice in the central business district. He 
remained active in his professional practice for more than four decades.

Harris sought meaningful personal and spiritual relationships in addition to his professional 
achievements. He attended religious services on Sundays but visited many different churches rather 
than aligning himself with one congregation. Later in his life, he said that his religious affiliations 
were, like himself, difficult to label. “I really have no church affiliations … I am not easily classified; 
that is to say my convictions are not that of that definite nature essential to whole-hearted affiliation 
with the general run of churches. … Of course, these days one can hear the best of preaching over the 
radio and I generally hear three or four sermons every Sunday.”

Harris loved nature, and in 1908 he joined a group that organized monthly Saturday afternoon walking 
trips through the forests, fields, hills, and valleys around the city. In 1911 the group became the Prairie 
Club, and Harris served as one of its directors.

The birth of Rotary
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The first four Rotarians (from left): Gustavus Loehr, Silvester Schiele, Hiram Shorey, and Paul P. 
Harris, circa 1905-12.

After setting up his law practice in Chicago, Harris gathered several business associates to discuss the 
idea of forming an organization for local professionals. On 23 February 1905 Harris, Gustavus Loehr, 
Silvester Schiele, and Hiram Shorey gathered at Loehr’s office in Room 711 of the Unity Building in 
downtown Chicago. This was the first Rotary club meeting.

In February 1907, Harris was elected the third president of the Rotary Club of Chicago, a position he 
held until the fall of 1908. During his presidency, he formed the Executive Committee, later called the 
Ways and Means Committee, which met during lunch and was open to any member. The noon meeting 
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was the foundation for Rotary's tradition of club luncheon meetings.

Toward the end of his club presidency, Harris worked to expand Rotary beyond Chicago. Some club 
members resisted, not wanting to take on the additional financial burden. But Harris persisted and by 
1910 Rotary had expanded to several other major U.S. cities.

Harris recognized the need to form an executive board of directors and a national association. In 
August 1910 Rotarians held their first national convention in Chicago, where the 16 existing clubs 
unified as the National Association of Rotary Clubs. The new association unanimously elected Harris 
as its president.

At the end of his second term, Harris resigned, citing ill health and the demands of his professional 
practice and personal life. He was elected president emeritus by convention action, a title he held until 
his death.

In the mid-1920s Harris became actively involved in Rotary again, attending conventions and visiting 
clubs throughout the world. Download his speech book.
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Jean Harris ca. 1926-28.

Life with Jean
Harris met Jean Thomson, Scottish-born daughter of John and Ann Younson Thomson, during an 
outdoor excursion of what would later become the Prairie Club.

“One beautiful March Saturday in 1910 I joined my fellow Prairians on an Elgin and Aurora electric 
train bound west. I was a bachelor and quite open-minded on the matrimonial subject. That is to say, I 
had never closed my mind and heart to the possibilities of conjugal bliss … Here is where she came in, 
blythe, bonny Jean.”

They married on 2 July 1910 in Chicago. In 1912 they purchased a house on Longwood Drive in 
Morgan Park, a suburb of Chicago. The Harrises named their house Comely Bank after the street in 
Edinburgh where Jean had lived as a child. They entertained friends from Chicago and around the 
world, and hosted gatherings and reunions of the Rotary Club of Chicago. Many gatherings took place 
outside, in what they referred to as their “Garden of Friendship” or “Friendship Garden.”
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Christchurch, New Zealand, in April 1935." />  
Paul and Jean Harris in Christchurch, New Zealand, in April 1935.

The couple had no children and Jean joined Harris on his visits to Rotary clubs around the world. After 
Harris died, Jean briefly continued to live at Comely Bank. She later sold the house and returned to her 
native Edinburgh, where she died in 1963.

The Paul and Jean Harris Home Foundation purchased the house in 2005 and plans to restore it. Find 
out how you can help.

A written record
Harris wanted to write a special message for all Rotarians to read, but at the time Rotary had no way to 
spread the word. Chesley R. Perry, Rotary’s first general secretary, suggested creating a publication to 
disseminate news and club business, with the cost offset by advertisers. Thus, the “National Rotarian,” 
later “The Rotarian,” was born. Harris’s article “Rational Rotarianism” appeared on the front page of 
the first issue in January 1911. He wrote “Passing Our Tenth Milestone” to commemorate Rotary’s 
10th anniversary in the February 1915 issue.

In his book “This Rotarian Age” (1935), Harris explored what causes people to do good things and 
described how Chicago in 1905 was ripe for the kind of change Rotary could offer. He also addressed 
Rotary’s future challenges and its potential as a force for world peace.

In 1935 Harris and Jean traveled for three months through Southeast Asia and Australia. Harris wanted 
to publish his account of this trip in a book that would become part of a series called “Peregrinations,” 
to describe his travels as an ambassador of Rotary. He wrote “Peregrinations II” about his trip to 
Southeast Asia and Australia (1935), thinking he would combine the pamphlet-style reports he'd 
written about earlier trips to Europe and South Africa into a book called “Peregrinations I.” Although 
he would write “Peregrinations III” (1937) about his trip to Central and South America, he never 
compiled “Peregrinations I.”

The end of an era
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Paul Harris’s headstone at Mount Hope Cemetery on the South Side of Chicago. Silvester Schiele, the 
first president of the Rotary Club of Chicago, is buried a few feet away. Jean Harris is buried in 
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Scotland.

In December 1945, the Harrises traveled to Tuskegee, Alabama, for the winter months, a trip they had 
made many times. In early 1946 Harris contracted influenza. Chesley R. Perry, a member of the Rotary 
Club of Chicago and Rotary’s general secretary from 1910 to 1942, traveled to Tuskegee and reported 
that Harris was receiving good medical advice but remained weak: “He has had some lung trouble over 
many years. He was not getting the proper amount of sleep, nor proper nourishment.” The Harrises 
returned to Chicago on 28 March 1946.

Harris died on 27 January 1947 in Chicago at age 78 after his prolonged illness. Funeral services were 
held at Morgan Park Congregational Church on Chicago’s South Side. Three Rotary leaders spoke: 
Perry, Past RI President T.A. Warren, and then RI President Richard Hedke. Past presidents of the 
Rotary Club of Chicago served as pallbearers. Read a transcript of their speeches.

Harris made it known that he preferred contributions to The Rotary Foundation when he died in lieu of 
flowers. By coincidence, days before he died, Rotary leaders had committed to a major fund raising 
effort for the Foundation. After Harris’s death, the Paul Harris Memorial Fund was created as a way to 
solicit these funds. The Paul Harris Memorial Fund was earmarked to help establish Rotary Foundation 
Fellowships for advanced study. At its May/June 1947 meeting, the Board of Directors allocated 
$60,000 of the $228,000 raised to support the program. The program was known as the Paul Harris 
Foundation Fellowships for advanced study during the first year.

Resources & reference
• My Road to Rotary  
• The Remarkable Mr. Harris   
• Paul Harris and His Successors   
• Honoring Our Past: The Words and Wisdom of Paul Harris  

PAUL HARRIS MEMBER OF NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD

• National Lawyers Guild   - Discover the Networks  

www.discoverthenetworks.org/printgroupProfile.asp?grpid=6162 
In the late 1940s and 1950s, NLG members founded the first national plaintiffs' personal .... 
Guild president Paul Harris quoted Lenin in arguing that a successful ...
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• National Lawyers Guild   - Discover the Networks  

www.discoverthenetworks.org/printgroupProfile.asp?grpid=6162 
In the late 1940s and 1950s, NLG members founded the first national plaintiffs' personal .... 
Guild president Paul Harris quoted Lenin in arguing that a successful ...
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• Resolving Internal Conflicts Within the   National Lawyers Guild  
www.guerrillalaw.com/  guild  article.html   

The National Lawyers Guild was not immune from sharp, divisive debates. ... This split in the 
membership had both a positive and negative consequence. .... Written by Paul Harris who is a 
former National President of the Guild, co-founder of ...
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The Cause That Failed : Communism in American Political ...
books.google.com/books?isbn=0199874298
Amherst (Emeritus) Guenter Lewy Professor of Political Science University of Massachusetts - 
1990 - History
“State of the Guild Speech by President Paul Harris," Guild Newsletter, April 1980, in ibid., 
244. 21. Ginger and Tobin, National Lawyers Guild, 315 and 342. 22.
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The Cause That Failed : Communism in American Political ...

books.google.com/books?isbn=0199874298  
Amherst (Emeritus) Guenter Lewy Professor of Political Science University of Massachusetts - 
1990 - Preview - More editions
From a height of almost 100,000 members during the Depression, when politicians, workers, 
and intellectuals were drawn into its orbit, the American Communist Party has descended into 
irrelevance and isolation, failing even to run a ...
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The Cause That Failed: Communism in American Political Life, 1990, 384 pages,
Guenter Lewy, 0199878986, 9780199878987, Oxford University Press, 1990
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page x contents;

NINE Cold War against Lawyers (1947-1957) liJ
The National Lawyers Guild in 1950-1951, by Thomas I.

Emerson 113
Testimony of Robert W. Kenny before HUAC, October 27, 1947 l14

Report on the National Lawyers Guild: Legal Bulwark of the
Communist Party, by the House Committee on Un-American Activities
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NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD president paul harris

Paul Harris   |   National Lawyers Guild   SF Bay Area Chapter  

www.  nlg  sf.org/news/  paul  -  harris   
At the Collective the legal workers and the lawyers were equal partners, ... Harris became 
National President of the Guild in 1979 and created a new era of trust  ...

***

Paul P. Harris
Attorney

Paul Percy Harris was a Chicago, Illinois, attorney best known for founding Rotary International in 
1905, a service organization that currently has well over one million members worldwide. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_P._Harris 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:  Rotary_International_leaders   

***
 Kalyan Banerjee (Rotary International)
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Kalyan Banerjee

Born
1942[1]

Calcutta,[1] British India
Nationality Indian

Alma mater
Vishwa Bharati,[1]
Scindia School,[1]

Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur
Occupation Chemical Engineer

Organization United Phosphorus Limited
Known for President, Rotary International, 2011-2013
Spouse(s) Binota[1]

Website
www.kalyanbanerjee.com

Kalyan Banerjee was President of Rotary International, one of the largest humanitarian service 
organizations in the world, for the year 2011-2012. He took office on July 1, 2011. He took over from 
Ray Klinginsmith.[2] He leads a world wide network of 1.2 million individuals from more than 200 

countries and geographical regions who, through volunteer service, help meet the needs of 
communities worldwide. He is Rotary International’s 101st President.[3]  [4]  

Kalyan Banerjee belongs to the Rotary Club of Vapi, Gujarat, India He earned a degree in chemical 
engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur in 1964. He is Rotary International's 

third President from India.[4] India is the third largest contributor to The Rotary Foundation.[5]

He is a director of United Phosphorus Limited, the largest agrochemical manufacturer of India, [4] and 
the chairman of United Phosphorus (Bangladesh) Limited. He is a member of the Indian Institute of 
Chemical Engineers and the American Chemical Society. He has been president of Vapi Industries 
Association and chairman of the Gujarat chapter of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).[3]
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(newspaper). Diligent Media Corporation. Retrieved 2011-07-01. 
4. "Indian technocrat Kalyan Banerjee to lead Rotary as its 101st president"  . Business Standard. 

2011-06-30. Retrieved 2011-07-01. 
5.  "Rotary sets itself ambitious target". The Hindu online edition. The Hindu. 2010-11-01. 

Retrieved 2011-07-02.
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 American Chemical Society

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Chemical_Society 

American Chemical Society

Formation 1876
Headquarters Washington, D.C.
Location United States
Membership 161,000
Official language English
President Tom Barton
Key people Madeleine Jacobs (CEO)
Website http://www.acs.org/
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American Chemical Society

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Jump to: navigation, search 

American Chemical Society

Formation 1876
Headquarters Washington, D.C.
Location United States
Membership 161,000
Official language English
President Tom Barton
Key people Madeleine Jacobs (CEO)
Website http://www.acs.org/
The American Chemical Society (ACS) is a scientific society based in the United States that supports 
scientific inquiry in the field of chemistry. Founded in 1876 at New York University, the ACS 
currently has more than 161,000 members at all degree levels and in all fields of chemistry, chemical 
engineering, and related fields. It is the world's largest scientific society and one of the leading sources 
of authoritative scientific information.[1]

The ACS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. The ACS holds national meetings twice a year covering 
the complete field of chemistry and also holds dozens of smaller conferences in specific fields. Its 
publications division produces dozens of scholarly journals including the prestigious Journal of the  
American Chemical Society. The primary source of income of the ACS is the Chemical Abstracts 
Service and 38 peer-reviewed publications. Chemical & Engineering News is the weekly news 
magazine published by the American Chemical Society and is sent to all members. The ACS 
membership is organized into 186 geographical Local Sections and 32 Technical Divisions.

The group holds a congressional charter under Title 36 of the United States Code.

***

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL; HISTORY OF    12  of  27

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Title_36_of_the_United_States_Code
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congressional_charter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_%26_Engineering_News
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_Abstracts_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_Abstracts_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journal_of_the_American_Chemical_Society
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journal_of_the_American_Chemical_Society
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_journal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/501(c)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Chemical_Society#cite_note-about-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_society
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_engineering
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_engineering
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemistry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_society
http://www.acs.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Chemical_Society#p-search
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Chemical_Society#mw-navigation


Rotary International
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rotary_International#Early_years 

Philosophy
The object of Rotary is to encourage & foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster:[3]

1. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;
2. High ethical standards in business and professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all 

useful occupations, and the dignifying of each Rotarian's occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society;

3. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian's personal, business, and community 
life;

4. The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world 
fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

This objective is set against the "Rotary 4-way Test", used to see if a planned action is compatible with 
the Rotarian spirit. The test was developed by Rotarian and entrepreneur Herbert J. Taylor during the 
Great Depression as a set of guidelines for restoring faltering businesses and was adopted as the 
standard of ethics by Rotary in 1942. It is still seen as a standard for ethics in business management:[4]

The 4-Way Test considers the following questions in respect to thinking, saying or doing:

• Is it the truth?
• Is it fair to all concerned?
• Will it build goodwill and better friendships?
• Will it be beneficial to all concerned?
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History

 
Rotary monument in Feira de Santana, Brazil.

The first years of the Rotary Club
The first Rotary Club was formed when attorney Paul P. Harris called together a meeting of three 
business acquaintances in downtown Chicago, at Harris' friend Gustave E. Loehr's office in the Unity 
Building on Dearborn Street on February 23, 1905.[5] In addition to Harris and Loehr (a mining 
engineer and freemason[6]), Silvester Schiele (a coal merchant), and Hiram E. Shorey (a tailor) were 
the other two who attended this first meeting. The members chose the name Rotary because initially 
they rotated subsequent weekly club meetings to each other's offices, although within a year, the 
Chicago club became so large it became necessary to adopt the now-common practice of a regular 
meeting place.

The next four Rotary Clubs were organized in cities in the western United States, beginning with San 
Francisco, then Oakland, Los Angeles, and Seattle. The National Association of Rotary Clubs in 
America was formed in 1910. On 22 February 1911, the first meeting of the Rotary Club Dublin was 
held in Dublin, Ireland. This was the first club established outside of North America. In April 1912, 
Rotary chartered a club in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada,[7] marking the first establishment of an 
American-style service club outside the United States.[8] To reflect the addition of a club outside of the 
United States, the name was changed to the International Association of Rotary Clubs in 1912.[7]

In August 1912, the Rotary Club of London received its charter from the Association, marking the first 
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acknowledged Rotary club outside North America. It later became known that the Dublin club in 
Ireland was organized before the London club, but the Dublin club did not receive its charter until after 
the London club was chartered.[9]

During World War I, Rotary in Britain increased from 9 to 22 clubs,[10] and other early clubs in other 
nations included those in Cuba in 1916, Philippines in 1919 and India in 1920.

In 1922, the name was changed to Rotary International.[11] By 1925, Rotary had grown to 200 clubs 
with more than 20,000 members.[12]

Nazi Germany
In Germany, no club had been formed before 1927, because of "opposition from the continental 
clubs".[13] For a while after 1933, Rotary Clubs 'met with approval' of the Nazi authorities and were 
considered to offer 'opportunity for party comrades ... to provide enlightenment regarding the nature 
and policy of the National Socialist movement'.[14] The Nazis, although they saw international 
organizations as suspect, had authorised NSDAP members to be members of the Rotary through the 
Nazi Party's court rulings issued in 1933, 1934 and 1936. In 1937, more than half the Rotarians were 
Nazi Party members.[15]

Six German clubs were formed after Hitler came to power. They came under pressure almost 
immediately to expel their Jewish members.[16]

Rotary clubs do not appear to have had a unified policy towards the Nazi regime: while several German 
Rotary Clubs decided to disband their organizations in 1933, others practised a policy of appeasement 
or collaborated. In Munich, the club removed from its members' list a number of Rotarians, Jewish and 
non-Jewish, who were politically unacceptable for the regime, including Thomas Mann [17] (already in 
exile in Switzerland).[18] Twelve members resigned in "sympathy with the expelled members".[19]

Beginning in 1937, however, hostile articles were published in the Nazi press about Rotary, comparing 
Rotary with Freemasonry. Soon after that, the perceived connection resulted in two decisions which 
would jeopardize the existence of Rotary in Germany. In June 1937, the ministry of the interior forbade 
civil servants to be members of the Rotary; in July 1937, the NSDAP's party court reversed its previous 
rulings and declared Party and Rotarian membership incompatible as from January 1938.

However, Rotary's cause was advocated before the NSDAP party court by Dr. Grill, Governor for the 
Rotary 73d district, arguing that the German Rotary was compliant with the goals of the Nazi 
government, had excluded Freemasons in 1933 and non-Aryans in 1936.[20] Other attempts were 
made, also by foreign Rotarians,[21] but appeasement failed this time, and, in September 1937, the 
73rd district dissolved itself.[22] Subsequently, the charter of German clubs was withdrawn by Rotary 
International.[18]
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World War II Europe
Rotary Clubs in Spain ceased to operate shortly after the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War.[23]

Clubs were disbanded across Europe as follows:[23]

• Austria (1938)
• Italy (1939)
• Czechoslovakia (1940)
• Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Yugoslavia and Luxembourg (1941)
• Hungary (1941/1942)

• In The Netherlands, Rotary was forbidden after the occupation by the German troops in 1940 
and could only be reinstalled after the liberation in 1945

From 1945 onwards
Rotary clubs in Eastern Europe and other communist-regime nations were disbanded by 1945-46, but 
new Rotary clubs were organized in many other countries, and by the time of the national 
independence movements in Africa and Asia, the new nations already had Rotary clubs. After the 
relaxation of government control of community groups in Russia and former Soviet satellite nations, 
Rotarians were welcomed as club organizers, and clubs were formed in those countries, beginning with 
the Moscow club in 1990.

In 1985, Rotary launched its PolioPlus program to immunize all of the world's children against polio. 
As of 2011, Rotary has contributed more than 900 million US dollars to the cause, resulting in the 
immunization of nearly two billion children worldwide.[24]  [25]  

As of 2006[update], Rotary has more than 1.2 million members in over 32,000 clubs among 200 
countries and geographical areas, making it the most widespread by branches and second largest 
service club by membership, behind Lions Club International. The number of Rotarians has slightly 
declined in recent years: Between 2002 and 2006, they went from 1,245,000 to 1,223,000 members. 
North America accounts for 450,000 members, Asia for 300,000, Europe for 250,000, Latin America 
for 100,000, Oceania for 100,000 and Africa for 30,000.[26]

Rotary International Presidents 2001–present
• Richard D. King (2001–2002)
• Bhichai Rattakul (2002–2003)
• Jonathan B. Majiyagbe (2003–2004)
• Glenn E. Estess, Sr. (2004–2005)
• Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar (2005–2006)
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• William Boyd (2006–2007)
• Wilfrid J. Wilkinson (2007–2008)
• Dong Kurn Lee (2008–2009)
• John Kenny (2009–2010)
• Ray Klinginsmith   (2010–2011)
• Kalyan Banerjee   (2011–2012)
• Sakuji Tanaka   (2012–2013)[27]
• Ron D. Burton (2013–2014)
• Gary C.K. Huang (2014-Present Day)

***

PolioPlus[edit]
The most notable current global project, PolioPlus, is contributing to the global eradication of polio. 
Sergio Mulitsch di Palmenberg (1923–1987), Governor of RI District 204 (1984–1985), founder of the 
RC of Treviglio and Pianura Bergamasca (Italy), was the man who inspired and promoted the RI 
PolioPlus vaccination campaign.[47] Mulitsch made it possible shipping the first 500,000 doses of 
antipolio vaccine to the Philippines at the beginning of 1980.[48] This project later gave rise to the 
NGO “Nuovi Spazi al Servire” co-ordinated by Luciano Ravaglia (RC Forlì, Italy).[49] Since 
beginning the project in 1985, Rotarians have contributed over US$850 million and hundreds of 
thousands of volunteer-hours, leading to the inoculation of more than two billion of the world's 
children. Inspired by Rotary's commitment, the World Health Organization (WHO) passed a resolution 
in 1988 to eradicate polio by 2000. Now a partner in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) 
with WHO, UNICEF and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Rotary is recognized by 
the United Nations as the key private partner in the eradication effort.

In 2008, Rotary received a $100 million challenge grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 
Rotary committed to raising $100 million. In January 2009, Bill Gates announced a second challenge 
grant of $255 million. Rotary again committed to raising another $100 million. In total, Rotary will 
raise $200 million by June 30, 2012. Together, the Gates Foundation and Rotary have committed $555 
million toward the eradication of polio. At the time of the second challenge grant, Bill Gates said:

"We know that it’s a formidable challenge to eradicate a disease that has killed and crippled 
children since at least the time of the ancient Egyptians. We don’t know exactly when the last 
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child will be affected. But we do have the vaccines to wipe it out. Countries do have the will to 
deploy all the tools at their disposal. If we all have the fortitude to see this effort through to the 
end, then we will eradicate polio."[50]

There has been some limited criticism concerning the program for polio eradication. There are some 
reservations regarding the adaptation capabilities of the virus in some of the oral vaccines, which have 
been reported to cause infection in populations with low vaccination coverage.[51] As stated by 
Vaccine Alliance, however, in spite of the limited risk of polio vaccination, it would neither be prudent 
nor practicable to cease the vaccination program until there is strong evidence that "all wild poliovirus 
transmission [has been] stopped". In a 2006 speech at the Rotary International Convention, held at the 
Bella Center in Copenhagen, Bruce Cohick stated that polio in all its known wild forms would be 
eliminated by late 2008, provided efforts in Nigeria, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India all proceed with 
their current momentum.[52] As of October 2012, Nigeria, Afghanistan, and Pakistan still had wild 
polio, but it had been eliminated in India.[53]

AMERICORP  AND ROTARY CLUB

AmeriCorps   | Corporation for National and Community Service  

www.nationalservice.g...
Corporation For National and Community Service
AmeriCorps engages more than 80000 Americans in intensive service each year at nonprofits, schools, 
public agencies, and community and faith-based groups ...

AmeriCorps VISTA
www.nationalservice.gov/programs/  americorps  /  ame  
ricorps  -  vista   
Through AmeriCorps VISTA, you can make a 
tangible difference ...

AmeriCorps State and National
www.  national  service.gov/.../  americorps  /  americo  
rps  -  state  -  and  -  national   
AmeriCorps State and National supports a wide 
range of local ...

I'm Ready to Serve
www.nationalservice.gov/programs/  americorps  /  im  -  
ready  -  serve   
I'm Ready to Serve. Wondering what to expect from 

AmeriCorps NCCC
www.nationalservice.gov/programs/  americorps  /  a  
mericorps  -  nccc   
AmeriCorps NCCC (National Civilian 
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your ... Community Corps ...

Join AmeriCorps
www.nationalservice.gov/programs/  americorps  /  join  
-  americorps   
When you join AmeriCorps, you use your energy, 
ideals, and ...

Current Members
www.nationalservice.gov/programs/  americorps  /  c  
urrent  -  members   
Current Members. Use these member resources to 
obtain ...

More results from nationalservice.gov     »  

***   ***   ***
http://www.nationalservice.gov/programs     

Our Programs
Each year, more than 5 million individuals of all ages and backgrounds help meet local needs through a 
wide array of service opportunities through the Corporation for National and Community Service's core 
programs: AmeriCorps, Senior Corps, and the Social Innovation Fund. These programs and others, 
such as the Volunteer Generation Fund, support projects in six priority areas: disaster services, 
economic opportunity, education, environmental stewardship, healthy futures, and veterans and 
military families.

AmeriCorps
AmeriCorps programs provide opportunities for Americans to make an intensive 
commitment to service. The AmeriCorps network of local, state, and national 
service programs engages more than 80,000 Americans in projects around the 
nation each year. 

AmeriCorps State and National
AmeriCorps State and National is the broadest network of AmeriCorps programs. These groups recruit, 
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train, and place AmeriCorps members to meet critical community needs in education, public safety, 
health, and the environment.

AmeriCorps VISTA
AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) provides full-time members to nonprofit, faith-
based, and other community organizations, and public agencies to create and expand programs that 
bring low-income individuals and communities out of poverty.

AmeriCorps NCCC
AmeriCorps NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps) is a full-time, team-based, residential 
program for men and women ages 18–24. Members live on one of five campuses, located in Denver, 
CO; Sacramento, CA; Perry Point, MD; Vicksburg, MS; and Vinton, IA.

Senior Corps
Senior Corps offers a network of programs that tap the rich experience, skills, 
and talents of older citizens to meet community challenges.

Foster Grandparents
Foster Grandparents are role models, mentors, and friends. Serving at one of 
thousands of local organizations—including faith-based groups, Head Start Centers, schools, and other 
youth facilities—they help children learn to read, provide one-on-one tutoring, and guide children at a 
critical time in their lives.

Senior Companions 
Senior Companions help frail, elderly citizens remain in their homes longer by providing much-needed 
support. Whether they help give families or professional caregivers much-needed time off, run errands, 
or simply provide friendship, they make a difference that strengthens and helps preserve an individual's 
independence.

RSVP     
RSVP offers a full range of volunteer opportunities with thousands of local and national organizations 
to citizens 55 and older. RSVP volunteers choose how and where they want to serve, and the amount of 
time they want to give. And the program’s flexibility allows volunteers to choose whether they want to 
draw on current skills or develop new ones.

Social Innovation Fund
The Social Innovation Fund (SIF) is a powerful approach to 
transforming lives and communities that positions the federal government to be a catalyst for impact—
mobilizing public and private resources to find and grow community-based nonprofits with evidence of 
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strong results. An initiative enacted under the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, the SIF is a 
new way of doing business for the federal government that stands to yield greater impact on urgent 
national challenges. The Social Innovation Fund targets millions in public-private funds to expand 
effective solutions across three issue areas: economic opportunity, healthy futures, and youth 
development and school support.

Volunteer Generation Fund
           The Volunteer Generation Fund is a program authorized by the Serve America Act to support voluntary 

organizations and state service commissions in boosting the impact of volunteers in addressing critical 
community needs. The fund will focus investments on volunteer management practices that increase 
both volunteer recruitment and retention.

***   ***   ***

• Programs   
• AmeriCorps State and National   
• AmeriCorps VISTA   
• AmeriCorps NCCC   
• FEMA Corps   
• Volunteer Generation Fund   
• Senior Corps   
• Social Innovation Fund     

• Focus Areas   
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• Special Initiatives   
• Mayors Day of Recognition for National Service   
• MLK Day of Service   
• President's Honor Roll   
• Careers   
• Contact Us  

• Site Policies and Notices   
• Accessibility   
• FOIA and Privacy Act   
• No FEAR Act   
• Open Government   
• Federal Register Notices   
• Office of the Inspector General  

• USA.gov   
• The White House   
• National Service Knowledge Network  

http://www.nationalservice.gov/programs 
***

http://www.nationalservice.gov/programs 

 

The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) and the Corporation for 
National and Community Service (CNCS) have launched an 
innovative partnership to establish a FEMA-devoted unit of 
1,600 service corps members within AmeriCorps National 
Civilian Community Corps (NCCC) solely devoted to disaster 
preparedness, response, and recovery.

This partnership builds on the historic collaboration between the two agencies and will enhance the 

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL; HISTORY OF    22  of  27

file:///
file:///
file:///
http://www.fema.gov/
http://www.fema.gov/
http://www.fema.gov/
http://www.nationalservice.gov/programs
http://www.nationalservice.gov/programs
https://www.nationalserviceresources.gov/
http://whitehouse.gov/
http://usa.gov/
http://www.cncsoig.gov/
file:///site-policy-and-notices/federal-register-notices
file:///about/open-government-initiative
file:///site-policy-and-notices/required-law/no-fear-act
file:///site-policy-and-notices/foia-and-privacy-act
file:///site-policy-and-notices/website-policies-procedures/accessibility
file:///site-policy-and-notices
file:///about/contact-us
file:///about/careers
file:///special-initiatives/presidents-higher-education-community-service-honor-roll
file:///special-initiatives/days-service/martin-luther-king-jr-day-service
file:///special-initiatives/mayors-day-recognition
file:///special-initiatives


federal government’s disaster capabilities, increase the reliability and diversity of the disaster 
workforce, promote an ethic of service, expand education and economic opportunity for young people, 
and achieve significant cost savings for the American taxpayer. When the program is at full operational 
capability, and in an average disaster year, we expect to see a savings of approximately $60 million in a 
year.

Every year, millions of Americans suffer the effects of natural and man-made disaster. Disasters can 
lead to human losses, social problems, economic harm, and environmental damage. Given the 
prevalence and severity of disasters and other hazards, FEMA is looking for ways to diversify and 
fortify its existing disaster workforce structure. FEMA is partnering with CNCS to support 1,600 
additional service corps members annually within AmeriCorps NCCC, a full-time residential service 
program for individuals ages 18-24.

FEMA Corps members focus on disaster preparedness, mitigation,     response, and recovery activities  , 
providing support in areas ranging from working directly with disaster survivors to supporting disaster 
recovering centers to sharing valuable disaster preparedness and mitigation information with the public.

Benefits to Disaster Survivors, Communities, and the Taxpayer
This innovative partnership is a win all around -- benefiting communities and individuals affected by 
disasters, disaster response organizations, those who serve, and the taxpayer.

Strengthening the Nation’s Disaster Response Capacity: The partnership provides a trained and 
reliable resource dedicated to support disaster operations, while enhancing the entire emergency 
management workforce.

Achieving Significant Cost Savings to the Taxpayer: This partnership is projected to achieve 
significant cost savings by using a cost-effective approach to providing disaster services.

Creating Pathways to Work for Young People: By providing training, experience, and educational 
opportunity, the partnership will prepare thousands of young people for careers in emergency 
management and related fields.

Promoting an Ethic of National Service: The partnership strengthens our nation’s culture of service 

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL; HISTORY OF    23  of  27

file:///focus-areas/disaster-services


and civic engagement by mobilizing corps members and community volunteers to provide critical 
disaster services.

Modernizing Government Operations to Improve Performance: By coordinating between agencies, 
CNCS and FEMA are advancing the President’s management goals of working across government, 
managing across sectors, and promoting efficiency.

Becoming a FEMA Corps Member
FEMA Corps members serve full-time for a 10-month 
term with an option to extend for a second year. 
Members serve in teams of eight to 12 and are assigned 
to projects throughout the region served by their 
campus. Members are based at one of five regional 
campuses and travel to complete service projects 
throughout those regions.

To be considered for FEMA Corps, you must first apply 
to AmeriCorps NCCC. The program is open to all U.S. 
citizens between 18 and 24 years old.  Members are 
given a living allowance of approximately $4,000 for 10 months of service; housing; meals; limited 
medical benefits; up to $400 a month for childcare, if necessary; member uniforms; and become 
eligible for the Segal AmeriCorps Education Award upon successful completion of the program.

Learn more about FEMA Corps
• FEMA Corps Accomplishments since 2012   
• Hundreds of National Service Members on the Ground in Hurricane Sandy Recovery Efforts   
• FEMA Corps – AmeriCorps in Action press release   
• AmeriCorps NCCC Fact Sheet  

If you have any other questions or concerns, feel free to contact us at anccc@cns.gov.

AMERICORP ROTARY  INTERNATIONAL

• AmeriCorps  *VISTA -   Rotary   First Harvest  

firstharvest.org/harvest-against-hunger/americorpsvista/ 
HAH is a partnership between Rotary First Harvest and the Corporation for National and 
Community ... Please see this FAQ page about serving as an AmeriCorps*VISTA member. ... 
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Photos courtesy of ©Rotary International/Alyce Henson.

***   ***   ***

Harvest Against Hunger

HAH is a partnership between Rotary First Harvest and the Corporation for National and Community 
Service (CNCS) to place Harvest VISTA members at hunger relief program partner sites.  Each 
Harvest VISTA works to increase local access to fresh fruits and vegetables by developing sustainable 
produce recovery projects. Projects developed by Harvest VISTA include establishing new or building 
upon preexisting gleaning, plant a row, farmers market recovery and community garden models. HAH 
is committed to connecting and collaborating with individuals and organizations to develop and share 
sustainable programs that increase access to fresh and nutritious produce for people in need.

AmeriCorps*VISTA

VISTA is an acronym for “Volunteers In Service To America” and is known as the domestic equivalent 
of the Peace Corps. Volunteers commit to a year of service at a host site with the goal of starting or 
sustaining a produce recovery effort. The VISTA program provides its members the opportunity to gain 
valuable skills while making a difference in the community.

Eligibility

• Harvest VISTA must be at least 18 years of age at the time of placement.
• Harvest VISTA must serve on a full-time basis during the project period.
• Harvest VISTA may not have outside employment during the project period.
• Although not required, a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university is strongly 

encouraged.
• Please see this FAQ page about serving as an AmeriCorps*VISTA member.

Compensation

• Harvest VISTA serve full-time (40-hours per week) for one year and receive: 
• Living allowance (deposited biweekly)

• Health care coverage
• Choice of an AmeriCorps Education Award or cash stipend at end of term of service.
• Harvest VISTA members may be eligible to receive reimbursement of relocation expense for 

some travel and shipping costs.
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Living Allowance: Los Angeles County is $13,400, King and Snohomish counties the yearly stipend is 
$12,696, Clark County is $11,124  every other WA county the yearly stipend is $10,704.

Education Award: After completion of year of service, a Harvest VISTA will receive $5,550 or a 
$1,500 cash stipend. The Ed Award may be used towards tuition or pay down existing college loans.

Every Harvest VISTA placement does require use of a personal vehicle, HAH will reimburse official 
work related travel at $.56 a mile.

Training
The Corporation for National and Community Service and Harvest Against Hunger will provide many 
opportunities for training and career building activities.

Before Harvest VISTAs report to their host site they will first complete an AmeriCorps Pre Service 
Orientation (PSO) that provides context for a VISTA year to fight poverty, mobilize communities and 
implement projects.

HAH will provide ongoing training opportunities at the Rotary First Harvest office in Seattle and 
connect on a regular basis to share ideas, best practices and problem solve. 

***   ***   ***
NorthWind-February192014.pdf
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Blue Badgers
Two new “Red Badge” members became full-fledged

“Blue Badgers” at Del Norte Rotary’s February 12
meeting. They were Frank Bassett and Jeanine Steffy,
seen here with their sponsors, Paul Christiansen and

Bill Johnson. Serving as their mentor is Donette Wagner.
New members receive their Blue Badge after

meeting various requirements, including attending a
board meeting, greeting, and giving a short vocational

talk. They are seen being welcomed by the club.

***   ***   ***
PAUL-CHRISTENSEN.pdf

http://www.losgatosrotary.org/PAUL-CHRISTENSEN.pdf 
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