
What Is a Quality Education?
At Connections Academy, we believe that a quality  
education is one that helps each student achieve his  
or her highest potential. We bring together the best  
curriculum, teaching, and technology to provide truly 
personalized instruction tailored to each child’s needs,  
learning style, and interests. Students also benefit from a 
robust array of activities, clubs, and field trips designed  
to complete the learning experience. Through this  
well-rounded approach to education, we inspire our 
students to become lifelong learners and to achieve the 
academic, emotional, and social growth they’ll need to 
thrive in school and in life.

A World-Class Curriculum
The Connections Academy curriculum meets or exceeds 
Pennsylvania’s educational standards, and also meets those 
established by the national Common Core State Standards 
Initiative and by iNACOL, the International Association 
for K–12 Online Learning. While crafted to build a solid 
foundation in core courses such as reading, writing, and 
mathematics, our advanced curriculum is also geared to 
help students develop superior critical thinking, global 
awareness, and technology fluency essential for success  
in the 21st century.

Accreditation: A Seal of Approval
Commonwealth Connections Academy (CCA) is  
accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges 
and Schools (MSA). Regional accreditation is a “seal  
of approval” granted by one of the six regional  
organizations recognized by the Council for Higher  
Education Accreditation and by the U.S. Department of  
Education. These accrediting bodies evaluate a school  
to ensure that it successfully educates students, adheres  
to standards based on the latest educational research,  
and continuously works toward greater effectiveness.

Outstanding Teachers 
Only the best teachers make our grade! All of our  
teachers receive special intensive training in online  
instruction and continually update their skills with  
supplemental training and professional development.  

Forty-six percent of CCA’s full-time teachers have  
advanced degrees, either a master’s degree or a Ph.D.  
All have excellent credentials, including a bachelor’s  
degree and appropriate certification.

Frequent Feedback 
Beyond traditional progress reports and conferences,  
Connections Academy teachers also provide ongoing  
feedback paired with thorough examinations to accurately  
gauge and guide student performance and progress.  
Additionally, students’ grades and other information  
on their academic progress are available 24/7 through  
Connexus®, our online education management system.

WHAT MAKES US  
a quality choice for  
your child’s education?



Awards and Achievements 
Commonwealth Connections Academy (CCA) and its 
teachers have earned recognition for academic success.

•  CCA teacher Janae Cardel received the Best Practices 
Gold Award for Excellence in Distance Learning  
Teaching by the United States Distance Learning  
Association (USDLA) in 2010.  

•  CCA teacher Kim McConnell was recognized with  
the Great Books Great Teacher Award in 2010 by  
the USDLA.

Connections Academy (CA) has earned many awards for 
outstanding curriculum, including the following:

•  The United States Distance Learning Association  
honored CA in 2011 with the 21st Century Award  
for Best Practices in Distance Learning and the  
Best Practices Silver Award for Distance Learning  
Programming for our Earth Science course.

•  ComputED Gazette awarded its EDDIE award to CA 
for Best High School Chemistry [Course] for Chemistry 
A and B in 2011 and Best Earth Science [Course] in 
2010, and its BESSIE award for Best Math [Course]  
for Algebra 1 in 2011.

•  The Association of Education Publishers honored CA 
as a finalist in 2011 for its Distinguished Achievement 
Award for our Art 6 course.

Our High-Achieving Students 
•  For the second consecutive year, a team of CCA high 

school students won first place in the 2011–12  
Pennsylvania Real World Design Competition (RWDC) 
for creating an aerodynamic and energy-efficient sports 
aircraft. The CCA students placed second at the  
National Competition in April 2012.

•  In the 2010–11 school year, CCA students boasted SAT  
Combined Scores and ACT Composite Scores higher 
than the state averages. 

•  CCA empowers high-achieving students with  
challenging coursework and the freedom to accelerate 
their learning pace. For students who qualify, Gifted  
and Talented courses are available in grades 3–8 for  
language arts, math, and science. High school students 
may choose from a variety of Honors and AP courses. 

•  CCA students have been accepted to many of the  
nation’s best colleges and universities, including  
American University, Carnegie Mellon University,  
Cornell University, Fordham University, Muhlenberg 
College, University of Michigan, and University  
of Pittsburgh. 

•  CCA has established a chapter of the National Honor 
Society, a nationally recognized organization for high 
school students who demonstrate excellence in the areas 
of scholarship, leadership, service, and character. 

•  CCA students were awarded college scholarships  
totaling nearly $1.6 million in 2012.

 

In 2011, 68% of Connections Academy 
students taking AP Exams for college 
placement scored 3 or higher, compared 
to a national average of 58%. 

Commonwealth Connections 
Academy 2012  
Parent Satisfaction Survey
Each year, we ask Commonwealth Connections Academy 
parents to “grade” their experiences with our school.  
We hire an independent market research firm to conduct 
an anonymous survey, so families can feel comfortable 
providing their honest feedback. Year after year,  
parents have given us high marks.

•  96% of parents say our curriculum is high quality

•  96% are satisfied with the variety of learning  
activities

• 97% are satisfied with teacher helpfulness
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