
March 6, 2009
Thomas E. Humphrey
Chief Justice, Superior Court
Cumberland County Courthouse
142 Federal Street
P.O. Box 287
Portland, Maine 04112

Dear Justice Humphrey,

This is in response to your correspondence dated December 5, 2008 regarding my 
request that Superior Court Judge Robert Crowley be re-assigned to District Court on 
unfinished business in the case of Dorothy L. Ruel v Robert M. Ruel, Docket No. 91-DV-
23. Your procedural argument that you must authorize the assignment of Judge Crowley 
is contrary to Title 4 ξ 120, “The Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court may assign 
a Justice of the Superior Court who had been serving as a Judge of the District Court and 
who has been nominated and confirmed as a Justice of the Superior Court to sit in the 
District Court in order to finish any cases which he had presided over a  Judge of the 
District Court and which remain unresolved after his confirmation.”

You also “declined” to authorize Judge Crowley’s cross-assignment due to 
“significant lack of judicial resources.” 

Referring to one of Justice Leigh Saufley’s Reports to the State Legislature 
regarding reductions in the judicial branch budget while “seeking better ways to serve the 
public and make the best use of our limited resources, I am submitting to you my Petition 
for Writ of Possession, with attachments, with a demand for a Writ of Execution to 
present to the county sheriff. All that is required is your signature. This is fiscally 
responsible and will avoid a re-opening of this case which will not be cost effective. I 
maintain the Best Evidence Rule which can be traced back at least as far as the 18th 
century. In Omychund v Barker (1745) 1 Atk, 21, 49; 26 ER 15, 33. As stated by 
Justice Saufley, quoting Alexander Hamilton, “The first duty of the law is justice” and 
the principle of equal access to justice is a central tenet of our Democracy. Yet, I’ve been 
denied the very maxims of law that Justice Saufley speaks of. I will not be denied justice 
for lack of resources. The Delaware Code is the law in all states and Maine judges must 
honor that Code, notwithstanding the fact that Maine courts are also Federally funded.

 Quoting Justice Saufley, “We can and must all work together to make Maine a 
place where Access to Justice has meaning for everyone.”

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy Lafortune
P.O. Box 187
Biddeford, Maine 04005

cc: Leigh Saufley, Chief Justice
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